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PARISH PROFILE 2021

Diocese of Rochester
Archdeaconry of Bromley & Bexley
Deanery of Bromley

Under the Sacramental & Pastoral Care of the Bishorafhborough
The parish is under the patronage of the Society for tdaintenance of the Faith

Address: Bickley Park Road, Bickley, Kent BR1 2BE

Website:www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk

Facebookhttps://en -gb.facebook.com/stgeorgebickley/
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Mission Statement

A

We are called to serve God where there is need and especially in the parish of Bickley. We
rejoice in our heritage in thAnglican Catholic tradition and that the Proclamation of the Good
News of Jesus Christ and the Mass are at the centre of our life together. Baptism, frequent
Mass, Perpetual Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament, the availability of priests to hear
Confessins at advertised times are fundamental to our identity as a local church.

Under the guidance of the Ho8pirit,we seek together to answer the call to give glory to God
and to proclaim the Gospel by our worship and outreach, our prayer and study, our work with
children and our social life. We work to include everyone as fully as possible in the life and
worshipofD2 RQ& LJS2LJ Sz GKS / KdzZNOK®

We are a church that is open to all, of whatever tradition or ecclesial integrity. We are called to
be a community of brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ in which without exception everyone is
welcome and valued. We rejoice woork with our ecumenical partners in Churches Together.

We acknowledge and accept as our Anglican and Apostolic heritage the legal rights and

privileges of the Bishop of Rochester. We receive valued Altern@ieeamentafnd Pastoral

Care under permisgiy’ 2F (KS . AaK2L) 2F w20KSadiSN®» Ly I OO:
Declaration on the Ministry of Priests and Bishops, the parish is served by male priests only and

the sacramental ministry of bishops is exercised only by bishops who have not ordained

women to the priesthood.

We are corporate members of The Society, Forward in Faith and the Church Union, and under
the patronage of the Society for the Maintenance of the Faith.

Introduction & History
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surrounding Bickley Park estate by the wealrydownerand railway buildetGeorge

Wythes (18111883). The parish was created out of the old parish of Bromleyeas t
population of the area was increasing. The original spire was shortened irR0B@bits
current height of 175ft and is a fine local landmark. For this reason, the building was also
substantially damaged during the Second World War, losing muchgiags and the roof.

In 1989, a fire destroyed much of the interior, which has since beemdered. Today, the
building is in sound condition and has a light and airy interior. There is easy access for
wheelchairs and other disabled users, and a disaladedtory. The sound system was
replacedin 2016 (and has been augmented in subsequent yeargat the same timenew
LEDlght fittings installed

The parish is primarily residential (populatiai@,500), with few shops or other amenities.
There are searal schoolsgee below, and various care homes. However, only a third of the
congregation lives within the parish.

The main shopping centre can be found in central Bromley some two miles away with
Chislehurst High Street a similar distance. Theresaweralparks within the borough. The
parish is located about 12 miles from central London.
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Bickley railway station jsist on the border of the parish with links to London Victoria,
Blackfriars and St Pancras International also to Sevenoaks, Rochester and the Kent coast.
Chislehurst railway station is again just outside the parish with regular trains to Charing
Cross, Weerloo, London Bridge and Cannon Street. Bus routes 162 (Beckenham to Eltham)
and 269 (Bromley to Bexleyheath) both pass the church.

The Church Building

Our beautiful building (open daily to public access) is arguably both one of our greatest assets, as
well as one of our greatest liabilities: significant attention and finamesdurces arexpended each
year maintaining the church in sound conditidil work recommended in the last Quinquennial
Inspection Report has been completénd.2015, the strikhg image of Our Ladyriginally carved by
Guglielmo Tosh 1935 was restored to its original glory; in 2016, the restoration of the war
memoarial in our churchyard took place, resulting in its designation as gréidied (the same status
asSDS2NHSQa / KdzZNOKO® C2ft26Ay3a I &adz00Saa¥Fdz FdzyRI
(installed in 1991) is to be renovated in the summer of this year. A ring of eight bells hangs in the
tower, and an automatic mechanism chimes the Angelus. Routiremnef the building are carried

out promptly throughout the year, including the complete repainting of the chancel in 2019. The
church grounds are maintained to a very high standard by a committed groundsman and others. A
contract has been signed for tlestallation of telecommunications equipment in the tower at some
point during 2021: this will generate annual rental income @O0 (in addition to an initial oneff
payment of £5,000).

There is a church car park and unrestricted parking in all adgpstreets.

The church is open every day from around 8.00aré.@®pm.

Aerial view of the church




The interior of the church

Halls

Our two church Halls ordinarily generate a substantial proportion of our annual income, although
this has been much reduced during the pandermieemainhallis adjacent to the churcland thisis

let to various organisations during the day and most evgsilm normal timesrefreshments are
served in the hall to the congregation after the 10.30 Mass on Sundays and many other parish
events are also held ther@he hall includes a well fitted kitchen, toilet facilities (including disabled)
and a permanenttage.

The Choir Vestry is now also used as a small hall and is available for hire.

TheChurchHall Viewof the Ghurch Grounds

The Vicarage

ThedetachedVicarage, built in the sixties, is next to the church and hall and stands in its own
grounds, with its own garage, driveway and parking for about six cars. There are three reception
rooms and four bedrooms.



Worship

The usual weekly pattern of worship has been as follows (reductdateveekday and one Sunday
Mass during the interregnum):

SundayLow Mass, 8am
SungMas&/ KAt RNBy Qa / KdzZNOKEZ wmndonl Y
Healing Servicar(onthly, after 10.30am Ma3s

Monday (noMasxinOdzyo Sy i 9Qa Rl & 27FF

Tuesday Mass, 9.30am

Wednesday Holy Hour, 9.30am

Mass, 10am
Thursday Mass, 12 noonlife-streamed only
Friday Mass, 9.30am

Saturday Mass& Rosary, 9.30anfdllowed monthly by brungh

Usual Sunday Mass Attendance (USA) in 202Bwaaverage Sunday Attendance (ASA) 89 and
Average Sunday Attendance including Baptisms BASA. In this year, the church was able to be
open for 33 out of 52 Sundays. Usual Sunday Attendance during October (the measure used in the
preparation of natioml Statistics for Missignwas 88, rising to 95 when attendance at weekday
Masses was included.

The following graph shows the variation in these measures during the period2Z20B4
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Usual Sunday Attendance in the first quarter of 2020 (beforeatiuncement of lockdown) was
106 (ASA, 103). We are a growing church.



The followingable gives details ofttendance at Christmas and Easter, on Ash Wednesday and for
All Souls:

Easter Easter Carol Crib Midnight | Christmas Ash
Vigil Day Service | Service(s)) Mass Day Wednesday| All Souls

2010 57 190 N/A N/A 105 93 48 47
2011 56 156 40 N/A 168 80 42 29
2012 68 138 94 N/A 162 82 43 44
2013 54 155 N/A N/A 119 93 32 36
2014| 46 159 90 260 127 73 31 68
2015 50 152 114 290 202 85 36 29
2016 32 215 128 385 209 132 42 34
2017 63 183 122 353 225 68 47 89
2018 91 212 114 368 152 108 61 66
2019 89 215 195 385 204 98 63 81
2020 220 113* 87* 95 67 79
2021 50 184 53

*Numbers restricted due to the Pandemic.

Attendance atveekday Masses varies betweet2@. A team of around a dozen altar servers
(coordinated by our M.C.) assist with Sung Masses. The complete liturgies of Holy Week are
celebrated, including a Sung Mass (with choir) on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of éloly We
Evening Sung Masses are hieldEpiphany, Candlema&sh WednesdgyCorpus Christi,

Assumption, All Sainend All Soulgexcept where they fall on a Sunda@ur Patronal Festival has
recent years been held on the nearest Sunday after 23 April with a Sung Mass at 6300pm.
Christmagtvethere are dueto the numbers attendig, two identical Crib Services for familié¥e

have beerpleased to welcome a variety of guest preachers throughout the year.

Christmas
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Palm Sunday

Remembrance Sunday

Maundy Thursday Watch




Occasional Offices

The following table shows the number@dcasional offices in recent years:

The Occasional Offices 2018 | 2019 | 2020
Baptisms 34 36 12
Confirmation 20 11 6
Weddings 7 10 2
Service after Civil 1

Marriage

Funerals (Church) 9 6 5
Funerals (Crematorium) 9 13 14

This year, ten weddings have been scheduled to take place; and there are five weddings already
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Families seeking Baptism are invited first to attendiaday Mass, and then to meet once with the
Parish Priest for baptism preparation. Wedding couples are prepared for marriage by the Parish
Priest, over a period of around six months. Bereaved families for whom funeral services have been
conducted are invitd to a weekday Requiem celebrated for their loved one, and to the annual All
{2dz aQ wSljdzASY
2020). Invitations to special services and events are sent-(bgik post and t&t message) to all

pastoral contacts.
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